A Brief History of the Roachdale Public Library

The Roachdale Public Library owes its being almost entirely to the Philomath Club.
The moving spirit behind the club’s organization seems to have been Mrs. Edna Street Logan,
wife of a local minister. She and local club members gathered on July 29, 1904 to organize
and conceptualize a library for the community. Before her death Mrs. Logan had planted the
seeds. “All they needed,” she said, “was a collection of good books and a suitable reading
room.” Carrying forth her concept, a committee was appointed, headed by Mrs. Bess Dean,
and work began. Club members set about raising the necessary funds for books and
periodical purchase. Cynthia Ann (Mrs. Oscar A.) Shepard, reminiscing on the occasion of
the library’s fiftieth anniversary recalled: the first project was a bazaar which sold ready-made
articles, candies, cakes and other prepared food contributed by club members and interested
citizens netting the book fund $40, which was a considerable sum of money at that time.

On April 30, 1912, a Library Board was established and by August of 1912, a room on
South Meridian Street (formerly a doctor’s office) had been secured and furnished. A
collection of books had been bought, others donated, and additional volumes received on
loan from the Indiana State Library. Mrs. Minnie Gough served as librarian. There were only
140 titles to begin with. By November, the book collection had increased to 335 and the library
had 96 patrons. What had begun as a small lending library had begun to flourish in the
community.

With this encouraging start a library board was appointed which included Mrs. Dean
as president, Mrs. Cynthia Ann Shepard, Mrs. Nellie Barnes (all members of the Philomath
Club) and Dr. C. C. (Clement C.) Collins, F. H. (probably Frank H.) Bowen, A. C. Lockridge
and H. A. (probably Harvey A) Hall. The board members, consulting with the Indiana State
Library Commission, learned the process for getting a grant from the Carnegie Foundation,
and made its application. The Carnegie representatives were agreeable and offered
Roachdale a grant of ten thousand dollars as a building fund, providing the town furnish a
suitable lot and staff and furnish and maintain the library in accordance with the Foundation’s
standards. Roachdale voted to tax itself for its share of the expense and a centrally located
lot was purchased at the corner of Meridian and Washington Streets.

The cornerstone of the building was laid on July 30, 1913, and it was completed and
dedicated January 8, 1914. Miss Gough continued as librarian until 1920 and was succeeded
in order by Lulu Payne, Maxine Batman, Stella Lewis, and Elizabeth Appleby (Ms. Paul)
Sutherlin in 1953. It is not common for a smaller town like Roachdale to be the recipient of a
Carnegie Foundation grant. The fact that the town already had a progressive and active library
weighed heavily in the town’s favor in obtaining the Carnegie grant.

The Roachdale Public Library still has on hand the Carnegie Foundation award letter as well
as the original architect drawings and invoices for payment, primarily due to the general
contractor Charles F. Rice, who was a Roachdale resident.



The Roachdale Public Library continued to be a strong part of the community. The
lower basement level was rented out for a nominal fee ($10) to community members for
countless bridal and baby showers, as well as community club meetings. In 1995, the
Library had outgrown the upstairs collection area, and moved the reference section
downstairs and began to host more story times for children in the downstairs space. Though
housed in a small community, the Roachdale Public Library Board and staff continued to
evolve and serve the community needs. In the mid-90s, there were updated computers
available to the community. When the internet arrived, the Library was already in talks with
the local provider and sought grants to bring in the necessary wiring.

By January of 1997, the continued growth of the Library collection and daily traffic,
as well as community needs with more computers had the Board of Trustees making the
only large scale change the Carnegie Library Building had seen — they made the decision to
move the Children’s collection downstairs and make that a dedicated space for children’s
programs and books. This was not a small endeavor — a local contractor was hired to
construct new shelving, and in February of 1998, the Board voted to close the Library two
days a week so the staff could transfer the children’s collection downstairs, hoping to have it
completed by May. Staff members physically carried all of the children’s books down the
steep staircase and placed them in their new shelves.

The Roachdale Public Library was a part of the Indiana State Library’s Inter-Library
loan system, and sought out reciprocal agreements with other libraries to expand the
borrowing abilities for their patrons. It was in this spirit that the Roachdale Public Library
enthusiastically joined the Evergreen Indiana Consortia in October of 2009. This greatly
expanded the borrowing capacity of materials for the patrons. Today, Evergreen Indiana
has grown to include more than 130 libraries. Evergreen patrons may visit and borrow from
any of these libraries, which has brought additional patrons into our Roachdale Library
community. As e-books became more commonplace, once again, the Roachdale Library
Board voted to expand our collection to our patrons, and joined the OverDrive Consortia in
2015 (now Indiana Digital Library). Since its beginnings in 1904, the Roachdale Library staff,
Board, and volunteers have sought to continually evolve and improve services to our
community.
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